of Charlottesville, Inc.

Charlottesville’s largest
election of handmade oriental
rugs and runners
Cleaning and restoration
of oriental rugs

Large selection of floor
coverings - ceramic tile,
laminate, hardwood,
carpet and vinyl

. Custom cabinets

fand countertops

Thé *Flo;)r' 'Sfofé Th

& e

Floors & More Home Decorating Center

978-1490
3550 Seminole Trail - corner of Airport Road and Rt 29
And A New Location - 450 Pantops Center - behind Roses  872-0285

Put the pieces
together with
insight

religion, education to relationships,
Insight inspires understanding.

In the great tradition of public radio, WMRA's
Insight is the place for intelligent, civil discussions
of issues that matter to you and your community.

Tune in - and call in - weekdays at 3 p.m. for
an hour of Insight on listener-supported public radio.

Your NPR Station

103.5 FM

NPR News, Classical Music and More

WWW.WMra.org
800-677-9672
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Glass Act =

Recycled glass brings beauty to area homes

ByLisaRomano |

Green building is building such found it added a nice dimension

momentum that in certain circles it to his work. His experiments in

has become mainstream rather than recycled glasswork started with tile

a fringe design style reserved for the and evolved into clocks and com- i
more avant-garde. plicated yet elegant lamps with the ‘
With so many options available for wiring embedded inside solid glass |
building a green home, it’s only natural forms. He was even commissioned ‘
that options for green décor are starting to create a bike rack as part of the ‘l
to emerge as well.

Bill Hess, an Afton-based art-

Art In Place Program.

When it comes to the cost of his
ist and product designer, merges his materials, the price is definitely right
aesthetic vision, technical background for glass bottles donated by friends and
and a passion for sustainability into collected from recycling centers. But
the creation of eye-catching products it’s really his desire to create sustain-
for the home. At his studio in Nelson able products that drives Hess to use
County, Hess uses glass bottles collect- recycled materials. “I have a deep-root-
ed from area recycling centers to craft ed belief in lessening our impact,” said
everything from lamps to bike racks. Hess, “and I am committed to [smarter
Expanding on the colors of the bottles design], using products and materials
he collects, Hess melts the glass and that are already out there.”
reforms it in a variety of patterns and Aside from adding value to what
textures. The result is a
loose patchwork effect
that pleasantly catches
the light.

“What makes my
products special,” Hess
explained, “is the soul
that really comes through

from the history of the

material and the history
of the glass’s use.”

With a background
in sustainable product
design, Hess is drawn to
functional objects cre-
ated from waste materi-
als. After working with
recycled metal to create
sculptures, Hess began

s

experimenting with glass

Artist Bill Hess recycles local glass into
both functional a_‘nd decorative of art.

a few years ago and




Glass block and lighting elements

4 take on new depth when carefully

are also pieces
of artwork,” the
artist said.

For now he
is sticking with
metal and glass,
though Hess said
he would like to
investigate using
recycled plastics.
In addition to
clocks, lamps and
tile, Hess also cre-

ates coaster sets,

had

become a waste

| sun catchers, triv-
ets, bowls, birdbaths

product, Hess is also drawn to the and wall sconces. He may also be com-

aesthetic quality that recycled materials missioned to create sculpture, blocks

bring with them. “I love being able to for glass walls, and glass tile for use in

show people how to use products that the kitchen, bath or outdoor spaces.

handcrafted by an artisan.

Hess works directly with clients to
determine just the look they have
in mind.

A limited selection of his pieces
are on display at Vivian’s Art for
Living on Charlottesville’s down-
town mall. The artist also welcomes
visitors (by appointment) to his stu-
dio. Original artwork ranges in price
from $40 for a set of four coasters to
about $250 for a table lamp.

What better way to accessorize
green living than with the ambers, blues
and, yes, greens of beautiful recycled
glass decorations? M

SOURCE FILE

Ideas On Legs

5994 Taylor Creek Road, Afton
(434) 361-9322
www.ideasonlegs.com
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Vivian’s Art for Living

301 East Main Street, Charlottesville
(434) 977-8908
www.viviansartforliving.com
Gallery Hours :

10a.m.- 6p.m. Monday-Saturday
1-6p.m. Sunday

(Saturday hours extended to 9p.m.
April-December)

—
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